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Spring and Summer Events
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12-13		  Ford House and Garden Tour
			   - July 10, 2025

14-16		  Rendezvous - Hawaiian Luau
			   August 8-10, 2025
			   St. Clair Marina

17-20   Painting With a Twist - September 25, 2025
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Things You Probably Never Knew About The Great Lakes.....

1. 	 Lake Superior is actually not a lake at all, but an inland sea.

2. 	 All of the four other Great Lakes, plus three more the size of Lake Erie, 	
	 would fit inside of Lake Superior.

3. 	 Isle Royale is a massive island surrounded by Lake Superior. Within this 	
	 island are several smaller lakes. Yes, that’s a lake on a lake.

4. 	 Despite its massive size, Lake Superior is an  extremely young 		
	 formation by Earth’s standards (only 10,000 years old).

5. 	 There is enough water in Lake Superior to  submerge all of North and 	
	 South America in 1 foot of water.

6. 	 Lake Superior contains 3 quadrillion gallons of water (3,000,000,000,000,000). All five of the Great Lakes combined 
	 contain 6 quadrillion gallons.

7. 	 Contained within Lake Superior is a whopping 10% of the world’s fresh surface water.

8. 	 It’s estimated there are about 100 million lake trout   in Lake Superior. That’s nearly one-fifth of the human 
	 population of North America!

9. 	 There are small outlets through which water leaves Lake Superior. It takes two centuries for all the water 
	 in the lake to replace itself.

10. Lake Erie is the fourth-largest Great Lake in surface area, and the smallest in depth. It’s the 11th largest lake on the planet.

11. There is alleged to be a 30- to 40-foot-long “monster” in Lake Erie named Bessie. The earliest recorded sighting 
	 goes back as early as 1793.

12. Water in Lake Erie replaces itself in only 2.6 years, which is notable considering the water in Lake Superior 
	 takes two centuries.

13. The original publication of Dr. Seuss’s The Lorax contained the line, “I hear things are just as bad up in Lake Erie.” Fourteen 	
	 years later, the Ohio Sea Grant Program wrote to Seuss to make the case that conditions had improved. He removed the line.

14. Not only is lake Erie the smallest Great Lake when it comes to volume, but it’s surrounded by the most industry. 		
	 Seventeen metropolitan areas, each with populations of more than 50,000, border the Lake Erie basin.

15. During the War of 1812, the U.S. beat the British in a naval battle called the Battle of Lake Erie, forcing them 
	 to abandon Detroit.

16. The shoreline of all the Great Lakes combined equals nearly 44% of the  circumference of the planet.

17. If not for the Straits of Mackinac, Lake Michigan and Lake Huron might be considered one lake. Hydrologically speaking, 
	 they have the same mean water level and are considered one lake.

18. The Keystone State was one of the largest and most luxurious wooden steamships running during the Civil War. In 1861, it 	
	 disappeared. In 2013, it was found 30 miles northeast of Harrisville under 175 feet of water.

19. Goderich Mine is the largest salt mine in the world. Part of it runs underneath Lake Huron, more than 500 meters underground.

20. Below Lake Huron, there are 9,000-year-old animal-herding structures used by prehistoric people from when the water 
	 levels were significantly lower.

Great Lakes Interesting Facts
21. There are massive sinkholes in Lake Huron that have considerable amounts of sulfur and low amounts of oxygen, almost 		
	 replicating the conditions of Earth’s ancient oceans 3 million years ago. Unique ecosystems are contained within them.

22. Lake Huron is the second largest among the Great Lakes, and the fifth largest in the world.

23. In size, Lake Michigan ranks third among the Great Lakes, and sixth among all freshwater lakes in the world.

24. Lake Michigan is the only Great Lake that is entirely within the borders of the United States.

25. The largest freshwater sand dunes in the world line the shores of Lake Michigan.

26. Because water enters and exits Lake Michigan through the same path, it takes 77 years longer for the water to replace itself 
than in Huron, despite their similarity in size and depth. (Lake Michigan: 99 years, Lake Huron: 22 years)

27. When the temperature of Lake Michigan is below freezing, this happens.

28. Within Lake Michigan there is a “triangle” with a similar reputation to the Bermuda Triangle, where a large amount of 		
	 “strange disappearances” have occurred. There have also been alleged UFO sightings.

29. Singapore, Mich., is a ghost town on the shores of Lake Michigan that was buried under sand in 1871. Because of severe 		
	 weather conditions and a lack of resources due to the need to rebuild after the great Chicago fire, the town was lost 		
	 completely.

30. In the mid-19th century, Lake Michigan had a pirate problem. Their booty: timber. In fact, the demise of Singapore is 
	 due in large part to the rapidly deforested area surrounding the town.

31. Jim Dreyer swam across Lake Michigan in 1998 (65 miles), and then in 2003, he swam the length of 
	 Lake Michigan (422 miles).

32. Lake Michigan was the location of the first recorded “Big Great Lakes disaster,” in which a steamer carrying 600 people 		
	 collided with a schooner delivering timber to Chicago. Four hundred and fifty people died.

33. Lake Ontario is the smallest of the Great Lakes in surface area, and second smallest in depth. It’s the 14th largest 
	 lake on the planet.

34. The province Ontario was named after the lake, and not vice versa.

35. In 1804, a Canadian warship, His Majesty’s Ship Speedy, sank in Lake Ontario. In 1990, wreck hunter Ed Burtt managed 		
	 to find it. Only, he isn’t allowed to recover any artifacts until a government-approved site to exhibit them is found. 
	 He’s still waiting.

36. Babe Ruth hit his first major league home run 	
	 at Hanlan’s Point Stadium in Toronto. It landed 	
	 in Lake Ontario and is believed to still be there.

37. A lake on Saturn’s moon Titan is named after 	
	 Lake Ontario.
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Burton, Virginia Margaret passed away peacefully, surrounded by her loving family and clergy, Wednesday, September 11, 
2024, after a short illness. She is survived by her beloved children, Bruce and Glenn; daughter-in-law, Jane (Bruce); sister-in-
law, Ann M. Burton; and grandchildren, Nathan, Sarah, Joan (Conor Medlow), Webster, Robert and James. She was prede-
ceased by her husband of 63 years, Ralph M. Burton.

Born August 27, 1928, in Windsor, Ontario, Canada, Virginia was the daughter of Bruce C. Webster and Louise Webster (nee 
Peterson). She grew up in Kingsville, Ontario, Canada, and graduated from the University of Toronto, Victoria College, major-
ing in education. She taught in Belle River, Ontario, Canada, and later in Detroit.

Virginia met Ralph M. Burton when both were recruited to participate in the Leamington, Ontario Summer Theater. Ralph 
had already spotted her driving a shiny new convertible with a car full of Victoria Collee and Kingsville girlfriends. They were 
married in 1952, honeymooned on White Cloud Island, Ontario, Canada, and moved to Detroit, while Ralph clerked in his 
father’s law firm and completed law school.

Virginia was known to say, “Any marriage that could survive a honeymoon on White Cloud would last forever,” which Virginia 
and Ralph’s did until Ralph’s death in 2015.

Virginia enjoyed her volunteer work and association with the Detroit Public Library, Detroit Boat Club, Torch Club, Detroit 
Club, Bayview Yacht Club and St. John’s Episcopal Church, where she was the directress of the Altar Guild. She was an avid 
reader and correspondent; she wrote encouraging cards to family and friends, or even someone she had just met who was, or 
would become, important to her.

The family is forever thankful to her friends from Bayview and St. John’s who were supportive of Virginia after Ralph died, 
especially Lynn Dubay, who was her constant companion for 10 years.

A Memorial Service for Virginia will be held at 11a.m. Friday, November 29, at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 2326 Woodward, 
Detroit.

Virginia Margaret Burton
August 27, 1928 - September 11, 2024

It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of Michael Anthony Meda of Grosse 
Pointe Farms, Michigan — a devoted husband, respected businessman, and beloved member 
of the Grosse Pointe community.

Born on November 27, 1956, and raised in Grosse Pointe Park, Michael lived a life filled with 
purpose, generosity and love. He attended Austin Catholic Preparatory High School in De-
troit, where he first developed the drive and determination that would later define his career. 
Shortly after high school, Michael started his own painting business, one that, through his vi-
sion, hard work, and leadership, grew to become one of the largest, most successful residen-
tial and commercial painting and refinishing companies in the State of Michigan.

Michael’s lifelong love of the water began at an early age. At just eight years old, he restored 
his first boat, a Chris-Craft double cockpit speedboat, sparking a passion for boating that 
would last his entire life. He worked as a lifeguard at the Grosse Pointe Park pool and later 
went on to earn his U.S. Coast Guard Commercial Captain’s License. Over the years, Michael 
restored many boats, cruised extensively throughout the Great Lakes and the North Channel, 
and found peace and joy on the water.

A fixture of the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club, Michael served with distinction on the Board of 
Directors, as Chairman of the Harbor Committee, and as Chairman of the Social Committee. He was also a Commander in 
the Grosse Pointe Power Squadron, and a proud member of both the Clinton River Boat Club (Club Island) and The Old Club.

Michael’s presence at the Yacht Club was marked by laughter, inclusivity, and friendship. He took great pride in supporting 
programs that strengthened the Yacht Club community. Many children at the Club lovingly referred to him as “Uncle Mikey,” 
a testament to his warmth and playful spirit. He was known for gathering friends for dinners, always making others feel wel-
come, and for his unwavering kindness and generosity. For Michael, friends truly meant the world.

Though he enjoyed tennis and downhill skiing, his greatest passion was always boating, especially the time he spent each sum-
mer cruising with his beloved wife, Elisabeth, to Harbor Springs, Michigan. Elisabeth was the love of his life, and together they 
shared countless adventures and cherished memories, and their bond was admired by all who knew them.

Michael is survived by his loving wife, Elisabeth Meda; his mother-in-law, Marguerite Fordyce; his brother-in-law, Malcolm 
(Jennifer) Fordyce; nephews, James and William Fordyce, and many cousins and dear friends. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Ann and Mike Meda and his father-in-law, James Fordyce.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests that donations be made in Michael’s memory to Grosse Pointe Memorial Church 
or the MSA United Research Consortium to fund research for Multiple System Atrophy, the rare neurological disorder he so 
courageously battled.

Michael Meda’s life was one of leadership, laughter, friendship, and love, and his spirit will forever shine across the waters he 
so dearly loved.

A memorial celebration of Michael’s life will be held at Grosse Pointe Memorial Church on Saturday, October 25, 2025, at 
10:00 AM.

Michael Meda
November 27, 1956 
- October 9, 2025
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February 2023
Dan Boater will now be managed by Dan Boater 

and not USPS.
Dan Boater will send out email to your registered 
email with information on renewal when needed.  

New rate will increase but will be discounted 
from the $100.00 rate.  

For more informationcall 919-490-2011 or 
https://danboater.org

Member Savings Available

https://grossepointechamber.com
Look for Member - Member to Member Savings - 

Member Discount Program

https://americasboatingclub.org

www.americasboatingcourse.com

americasboatingchannel.com (YouTube & Digital Information)

http://twitter.com/americasboating (@AmericasBoating)

www.gpps-d9.com

 

I would like to welcome our new members

Marine Navigation Completion Awards
From left to right: 

Angela Hearn, P/D/C Chet Dunbar, Cdr Roma Bier, Dolores Bier, 
Ken Owens and not in photo L/C Cassandra Washington.

 New Members receiving 
The Power Squadron Oath from Cdr Roman Bier:

Gini Mitory, Susan Bireescu, Mary Michels, 
Angela Hearn & Lori Ann Peltier.



GROSSE POINTE POWER SQUADRON
EDITOR
P/D/C Chet Dunbar, AP


