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DID YOU KNOW?

You can read a rainbow
and forecast the weather.
A rainbow in the morning

may indicate an approaching 
storm, at mid-day may

indicate unsettled weather
and in the evening 

that the storm is over.
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Commander’s Message
Cdr. Joan McCarron, AP

Commander’s Message

Greetings GPPS Members,
We are a far cry from where we were a year ago.  We just attended our 2020 Commander’s Ball and 
looking forward to a fun filled year.  At this point, I hope we will have Covid behind us by mid to late 
2021.
We are in the process of planning activities and will implement as Covid allows.
Please be patient and continue abiding by the Covid safe guards so we can defeat Covid as soon as 
possible. 
Please be assured we are working for you from National to your local Squadron.
We have been using Zoom for our E-Board and General Membership Meetings.
Please plan on attending the next General Membership Zoom  Meeting at 1900 Hrs., 14 April 2021.   
P/C Bill Stano will send you the Zoom contact information. 
It has never been more evident than now, how important is the human interaction.
Our mission includes Educational goals, Brotherhood interaction and Civic involvement.  Brotherhood 
could not be more important, than now.  We miss seeing you.  Please keep in contact with each other 
and join us for our zoom General Membership Meetings. Now is also a good time to take a class on 
line.
Wishing you health and safety.
Respectfully,
CDR Joan McCarron, AP
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Here we are heading into our Second Spring of 
lock down from the COVID Virus. We are all 
hoping to get the vaccine and some in the group 
have been able to receive the shots. Even with 
the vaccine, we still need to wear mask, maybe 
even 2, due to the new variants being 
easier to spread and leading to more 
severe infections. Continue to stay 6 
feet apart and continue to isolate at 
home. Wash and sanitize hands when 
out often. Wash your masks after 
using daily. 

Events continue to be on hold with no 
in person meetings or classes.  The 
63rd Annual Detroit Boat Show was cancelled. 
But remember to refer friends and family wishing 
to take the America’s Boating Course, to look 
online. Seamanship is also available on line and 
we can only hope that classes for Piloting can 
come in the Spring either online or in person. If 
you are looking for Seminars, Birmingham has 
a full schedule, just look at their website or D9 
website. 

I have started the americasboatingclub_grossepte 
Instagram account to improve our exposure on 
social media and have been sharing posts from the 
Coast Guard, Coast Guard Aux/ Foundation, Sea 
Tow, Tow Boat US, Safe Boating Council, Army 

Corp of Engineers, NOAA, America’s Boating 
Club and Channel. Save Lake St Clair, Michigan 
Maritime Museum, Waves of Hope Boating, 
Canadian Sail and Power Squadron, Classic Boat 
Show, US Sailing, Boating Live 365, Interlake 

Steamship Company, American 
Sailing Association.  It is amazing 
the information out there. Check it 
out and let me know if you have any 
other Boating Safety groups to check 
out. 

Vessel Safety Exam Days are 
scheduled at Jefferson Beach Marina 
on Sunday, May 16 and Saturday, 

June 5th at Beacon Cove Marina. If you would 
like to set up a day at your Marina or get an exam, 
Call Bill Stano at 313-343-5602.

I hope you are all learning to reach out to family 
and friends through the phone and computer. I 
have discovered American Association of Retired 
Persons (AARP) and GetSetUp programs on 
line and have been attending many seminars and 
playing games to keep my mind active. Check it 
out. 

Stay Safe. Dream of Spring and the return of 
Boating Season. 

Executive Department
Lt/C Rose Stano, AP

2 Executive Department

Stay Safe. 
Dream of Spring
and the return of 
Boating Season.
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Education Department
Educational Officer
Dt/Lt/C Chet Dunbar Jr., AP
Phone: 313-744-7472
gpps@comcast.net
www.gpps-d9.com

Assistant Educational Officer
1st/Lt William P. Quinlan, AP

D/Lt/C Chester Dunbar, Jr., AP presents the 
Educator of the Year Award to Lt Dave Charvat, JN

Look for Class Schedules

 Facebook at
  GrossepointePowerSquadron

 Instagram at
  americaboatingclub_grossepte

WATCH
OUT FOR
WATER LETTUCE
ON THE
WATERWAYS

It’s a plant that might look 
pretty in a contained pond 
or water feature in a yard, 
but not spreading freely 
over the surface of the 
Clinton River.

Happy

Day
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Recognizing the efforts of our members is important.  This issue of our 
T&T describes just some of various ways you’re recognized for your 
accomplishments & contributions.   The National Conference taught me that 
I’ve just scratched the surface on how many awards, trophies and contests 
that are available.…More to come!

Administrative Department
Lt/C Debi Rowe, S

A Merit Mark
 
America’s Boating Club offers no monetary compensation to any officer or member.  Everything is 
done strictly on a voluntary basis.  However, substantial service is rewarded annually in the form of a 
Merit Mark. 

A member who has earned 5 Merit Marks become a Senior Member.  

The insignia for 7 years of recogized service. (7 Merit Marks).

A member who has earned 25 Merit Marks is recognized as a Life 
Member.  A Life Member is allowed to wear the appropriate insignia 
on their uniform.  In addition, a silver permanent membership card 
and are exempt from paying National, District 9, and squadron annual 
dues.

A member who has earned 50 Merit Marks also receive a title of: Governing Board Emeritus.  

Senior Member insignia

Life Member insignia

P/C/C Theodore Smith, SN (50) P/C Fred John Reif, AP (50)

7 Years of Recognized Service
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Secretary Department
P/D/C Michael Babiarz

Answer from front page.....

The Coriander Kitchen & Farm Restaurant
14601 Riverside Blvd.
Detroit’s Jefferson - Chalmers neighborhood

Hey! Programs & Rendezvous Committee
Let’s Go!

Where in the World?

Where To? 
Did You Know, when traveling 
along our shorelines, our Port 

Captain will share his knowledge 
of local & Canadian waterways 

as well as other navigational 
suggestions. 

P/C Michael Pipia, AP

From left: P/C Ronald Utz, AP (33)
Lt Robert F. Wiczorek, SN (20), P/D/C John Bennett, SN (38) 

Lifetime Achievement Award 2020

P/C Clifton P. Nelson Lifetime Achievement Award
The recipient is selected each year by the GPPS Past Commanders for years of 

dedication and service to the squadron.  It is presented at the Commander’s Ball 
by a representative of the Past Commanders. 
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

P/D/C Michael J. Babiarz, AP
P/D/C John C. Bennett, SN
Keoleigh Bone
Lt Jane E. Ellis, AP
James W. Evans, AP
Dennis P. Gornick, P
Lt Stephen E. Lloyd, SN

William C. Quinlan, AP
Lt William P. Quinlan, AP
P/C Melvin E. Riecher, AP
Millicent Simon, AP
P/Lt/C Sheryl Kline Totte, JN
Elise Rose-Trupiano
Michael T. Wharton 

March Birthdays

Patrica A. Anderson
James A. Bonahoom
Richard P. Castle, P
P/C Henry V. Denolf, SN
Tracy Eadie
P/C Dale R. Ellis, AP
John D. Mertz, AP
Lance K. Olson, AP

P/C Michael B. Pipia, AP
Debora D. Rowe, S
Folkert Schmidt, S
Thomas E. Shafer
P/Lt/C Philip Spinelli, P
Megan Stano
Lt Bonny J. Utz, P
Louis H. Vandekerckhove, P

April Birthdays
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Get a Vessel Safety Check
By Past District Commander Bill Stano, JN Vessel Safety Chair

A Vessel Safety Check is a 15-point inspection which takes about 15-30 
minutes and ensures your boat is in full compliance with all Federal and 
State boating laws. A Vessel Safety Check is FREE and Voluntary! If you 
do not pass, the vessel exam, the vessel examiner does not issue fines or 
contact law enforcement agencies however you can correct the deficiencies 
and have your boat re-examined, so it passes. Having a Vessel Safety 
Check, you gain the knowledge of the importance of compliance with 
the boating safety laws and how having the required safety equipment on 
board your boat saves lives. Boats that pass the examination are awarded a 

VSC Decal that alerts the Coast Guard and other law-enforcement agencies that your boat was found to be 
in full compliance with all Federal and State boating laws. 

As of this writing, the U.S. Coast Guard, District 9 is allowing the Power Squadron and the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary to perform vessel safety checks in the Great Lakes Region. We have procedures in place to keep 
the boat owner and vessel examiner safe.

To schedule your 2021 Vessel Safety Check, call Past District Commander Bill Stano, JN at 313-343-5602 
or wstano@comcast.net. Remember, no vessel is too large or too small to be safe – and in compliance. 
Schedule your Vessel Safety Check today! 
Grosse Pointe’s Vessels Examiners:

                                                                Lt Bruce Boutin, N
                                                                Lt Dan Clause
                                                                Lt Bill Kuester
                                                                Lt Steven Lloyd, SN
                                                                Lt Bill Quinlan, AP
                                                                Lt Jim Simpson, AP
                                                                Lt Bob Wiczorek, SN
                                                                P/C Chester Dunbar, AP
                                                                P/C Dale Ellis, AP
                                                                P/C Scott Homuth, AP
                                                                P/C Bob Malicki, AP
                                                                P/C Michael Pipia, AP
                                                                P/C William Stano, JN

Vessel Safety Check
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Put Your Name oN It!

Please Join Us for the Predicted Log Contest
Saturday 19 June 2021

United States Power Squadron District 9
Lafayette S. Daniel Memorial Trophy

1972 P/C Fred J. Reif, AP (50)
2005  Lt. Myron Sherer (11)
2008 P/C Robert Malicki, JN (21)
2013 P/D/C Michael Babiarz, AP (18)

2014 Lt. Bruce Boutin, N (14)
2015 P/C Michael Pipia, AP (23)
2019 Cdr. Joan McCarron, AP (16)
2019 Lt/C Debi Rowe, S (12)

Join the others who won the Lafayette S. Daniel Memorial Trophy
from the Grosse Pointe Squadron

8 Member News

( ) Denotes Merit Mark count

Novice Trophy
Novices may be those who have been in 

fewer than 4 contests, or who have never 
participated in the Predicted Log Contest.
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Ahoy! Skippers, Navigators, Spotters, 
Crew and Observers! 

 
EASTSIDE PREDICTED LOG 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 19 June 2021, Saturday - Grosse Pointe Farms Pier 

Hosted by America’s Boating Club of Grosse Pointe 
 

• Choose the speed and test your ability to accurately predict the time to negotiate a 
prescribed course. 

• Skipper with the lowest % of error wins the Traveling Predicted Log Trophy. 
 

0800 Hrs  Skipper and Observer Meeting    -    0900 - 1045 Hrs Course open for boats 
1100 Lunch and Trophy Presentations 

  
Timers and Observers Welcome – No experience necessary 

All you use is the compass and engine tachometer 
 

For more information please call: 
P/C Dale Ellis, Co-Chair   248-583-8600 - Lt Dave Charvat, SN  

                   Lt/C Debi Rowe, Event Coordinator: emailforrowe@aol.com or 586-556-7765            
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Count Us In On The Fun! 

Entry Form 
2021 Predicted Log Contest 

 
Skipper’s Name:   _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:    ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:      _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Boat:   _______________________________________________   Length:_______________________________ 

Make:   ________________________________________________________  Registration #________________________ 

 
Registration Fee (Participating Boats) $15.00   $______________ 
Saturday Awards Lunch @ $10.00 per adult  

      $5.00 per 18 yrs. & younger $______________ 
 

 Total Enclosed:  $______________ 
 

Please make check payable to: Grosse Pointe Power Squadron (GPPS) 
Send completed entry form and check to: P/C Dale Ellis, 38155 Mallast St, Harrison Twp., MI 48045 

EASTSIDE
PREDICTED 

LOG
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Sunday March 14, 2021

DON’T FORGET

TO RENEW

YOUR DUES!

	  

Name	  Badge	  Order	  Form	  

Name	   Fastener	  Type*	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  

New	  Members	  are	  provided	  a	  name	  badge	  free	  of	  charge	  but	  you	  must	  return	  this	  order	  form	  
*Fastener	  Type	  

Pin	  Back	  (PB)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $7.25	  
Ribbon	  Bar	  (RB)-‐2	  pins,	  1	  on	  each	  end	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $7.25	  
Standard	  Magnet	  (SM)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $8.75	  
Power	  Magnet	  (PM)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $10.25	  

	  
Please	  return	  completed	  form	  to:	  

Lt/C	  Debi	  Rowe	  
20831	  Lakeland	  Court	  

St	  Clair	  Shores	  	  MI	  48081	  
Checks	  should	  be	  payable	  to	  G.P.P.S.	  

	  
	  

Please return 
completed form to :

Lt/C Debi Rowe
20831 Lakeland Court

St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
Checks should be made 

payable to G.P.P.S

COMINGCOMING
SOONSOON

Nautical 
trivia coNtest

look for it iN your 
u.s. Mail Delivery

LOT’S O
F

NaUTicaL TRivia

PRizES

TO WiN!
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Spring Checklist

11Member News
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Online Meeting Etiquette

12 Member News
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GPPS 4-legged Mates

P/C Michael Pipia, AP & Grace Pipia

Koko and Ollie Stano

Cookie BabiarzSubmit your 4-legged mate picture 
to: emailforowe@aol.com

Where’s Bobbers?
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14 Member News

Photo by: P/C Micheal Pipia, AP (23)
Submitted for the Spring 2021 Ensign Magazine Photo Contest

The Ensign Magazine Photo Contest



of Grosse Pointe

The Test Kitchen of Life

In the “Test Kitchen of LIfe

A young woman was complaining to her father about 
how difficult her life had become.  He said nothing, 
but took her to the kitchen and set three pans of 
water to boiling.  To the first pan, he added carrots; 
to the second, eggs; and to the third, ground coffee.  
After all three had cooked, he put their contents into 
separate bowls and asked his daughter to cut into 
the eggs and carrots and smell the coffee.  “What 
does this all mean?” she asked impatiently.  

 “Each food,” he said, “teaches us something 
about facing adversity, as represented by the boiling 
water.”  The carrot went in hard but came out soft 
and weak.  The eggs went in fragile but came out 
hardened.  The coffee, however, changed the water 
to something better.
 “Which will you be like as you face life?” he 
asked.  Will you give up, become hard - or transform 
adversity into triumph?  As the “chef” of your own 
life, what will you bring to the table? 

FROM THE GALLEY 
recipes you need to try



Reif Carbide Tool Co., Inc.

We promote safe boating

11055 EAST NINE MILE ROAD
BOX 862

WARREN, MICHIGAN
48090

586-754-1890
Fred John Reif

d e s i g n  & p r i n t  s e r v i c e s

“Your Performance Printer” 

p: 586.774.0006 • f: 586.774.2792

30503 Gratiot • Roseville, MI 48066
 

copyriteprinting.net

Mechanical Engineering
Marina & Waterfront Design

Erosion & Wave Damage Control

Phone (586) 777-0945
Fax (586) 777-3394

John C. Bennett
GPPS Member

General Marine
Service Corporation

22594 Ardmore Park
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081-2011

16Advertisers
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Port Index
DYC - Detroit Yacht Club    GPFPP - Grosse Pointe Farms Pier Park   GPYC - Grosse Pointe Yacht Club    JBM - Jefferson Beach Marina

**See www.d9-usps.org for other Squadrons Activities you are invited to join. 
Note: Refer to the GPPS web site for more details - Unless otherwise posted - 

All GPPS General Membership Meetings are on the second Wednesday - Sept. through May
All GPPS Executive Committee Meetings are on the fourth Wednesday - Aug. through May

MARCH  
10 March   WEDNESDAY - General Membership Meeting
    Zoom
14 March   SUNDAY - Blessing of the Fleet
    Mariner’s Church - Detroit, MI
27 March   SATURDAY - D-9 Virtual Council Meeting

APRIL  
9-10  April   FRIDAY - SATURDAY - D-9 Virtual Spring Conference

14 April   WEDNESDAY - General Membership Meeting

27 March   SATURDAY - D-9 Virtual Council Meeting

MAY  
12 May   WEDNESDAY - General Membership Meeting

16 May   SUNDAY - Vessel Safety Exams
    Jefferson Beach Marina, St. Clair Shores, MI
22-28 May   SATURDAY - SUNDAY - Safe Boating Week

30 May   SUNDAY - Parade - St. Clair Shores Memorial Day Parade

JUNE  
5 June   SATURDAY - Vessel Safety Exams
    Beacon Cove Marina, Harrison Twp., MI
14 June   MONDAY - Flag Day of the United States

19 June   SATURDAY - Predicted Log 
    Grosse Pointe Farms Pier Park, MI
26 June   SATURDAY - Member Appreciation Picnic

JULY  
24 July   SATURDAY - Bayview Yacht Club
    Port Huron Mackinaw Race
30 July -
            8 Aug   FRIDAY - SUNDAY - U.S. Coast Guard Festival
    Grand Haven, MI

AUGUST  
24 - 26 August   TUESDAY - THURSDAY - Hydroplane Boat Races
    Detroit River

JANUARY 2022  
15 January   SATURDAY - 2022 Commander’s Ball
    GPYC

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Attention!

All dates on the Calendar
are tentative.



GROSSE POINTE POWER SQUADRON
SECRETARY - Lt/C Michael Babiarz, AP
gpps@comcast.net

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER - Lt/C Debi Rowe, S
ABCofGP@gmail.com

General Membership
Meeting

Wednesdays
14 April
12 May
9 June

COMINGCOMING
SOONSOON

Nautical 
trivia coNtest

look for it iN your 
u.s. Mail Delivery

Sunday March 14, 2021


